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Lord Herbert, notwithstanding these injunctions, always manifested his sincere constancy, in every letter which he wrote to the Princess, during his confinement for three months in the castle ; styling her, " My Lady Herbert." At length, on the night of the i3th of November, he effected his escape from confinement.
Previous to his departure, he left a letter for the Princess, but whether it contained an eternal adieu, or an excuse for what he had done, is not known; as, in the general seizure of his Lordship's property, it fell into the hands of persons who did not think proper to deliver it. The situation of the Princess may be better imagined than described. Deprived of the retributions due to her as widow of the Prince of Butera, and uncertain as to her future destiny, she was placed in a most cruel situation.
In the summer of last year [1825], I came again over to England, for the purpose of seeing the monument I had undertaken to have erected to the memory of the Margrave, at Benham. During my stay there, I sent to the Duke of York,1 to request he would lend me two marquees, to place on the grounds. His Royal Highness, with his usual kindness, immediately provided me with two very handsome ones, accompanied with a letter in his own hand-writing.
For the Duke of York I had always the greatest esteem, nor have any circumstances caused me to change the high opinion I have ever entertained of him. He possesses one of the best hearts in the world ; and, like the Margrave, loves to do a good action, without the ostentation of it. I have always enjoyed his confidence,
1 Frederick Augustus, Duke of York (1763-1827). It was to him that these Memoirs were originally dedicated.